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LOCAL TALENT: FROM CHICAGO TO
MUD-BOGGING MECCA
With the birth of a daughter in 2008, Becca McCoy faced
a challenge. She and her husband, who both worked in
theater, needed both their incomes to survive in Chicago.
For years, McCoy, 37, had performed in a half-dozen or
more shows a year, including at the Chicago Shakespeare
Theatre and numerous musicals. That wouldn't work with
an infant to watch, and the high cost of day care knocked
out that option, too.
So, they moved to Palatka, a tiny town east of the Ocala
National Forest where the family could survive on one income.
The performer whose legal name is Rebecca McCoy Engle has since turned the
experience into a one-woman cabaret show, which she will perform this
weekend in the upstairs lobby at American Stage in St. Petersburg. The Pearl in
the Hogwaller narrates her journey from disaffected transplant to becoming
comfortable in her new hometown. McCoy bought a house in Gulfport in 2014
but said she remains fond of the town she left behind.
"I don't just trash Palatka for an hour, I swear," she said.
McCoy is a native of St. Petersburg who graduated from Eckerd College. She
also is a singer whose rich mezzo-soprano and four-octave range had helped

her get regular work in Chicago, a city with public transportation and lively
neighborhoods. Moving would be difficult.
"Almost any place on Earth was set up for failure," she said.
Their quiet street in Palatka offered the shade of oak trees and the occasional
gator but not much companionship, unless you count the neighbor woman
who kept track of her movements.
She turned to Facebook to record her moods, many of them "very dark and
oversharing."
"Looking back, I can see it," McCoy said. "I pull from those Facebook posts
and quote parts of them (in the show) in order to reflect."
Interspersed with those reflections are 20 or so songs from musicals (Show
Boat, Big River, some Sondheim tunes) or popular groups (the Indigo Girls),
accompanied on the piano by James Weaver.
The show's title comes from Hog Waller —Palatka's 6-acre mud pit and mecca
for four-wheelers — and a presumed change of heart.
Those years in Palatka brought "very powerful life lessons, and that's why it's a
story worth telling," she said.
McCoy has performed The Pearl in the Hogwaller at the Palladium, Eckerd
College and Davenport's Piano Bar Cabaret in Chicago.
The show starts at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday at American Stage, 163 Third
St. N. $15, $12 in advance. (727) 823-7529. americanstage.org.
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Becca McCoy went from being a working actor in Chicago to a stay at home mom in Palatka, Florida, and
lived to tell the tale, as a cabaret. The award-winning national performer, a native of St. Petersburg,
crafted a taut hour-long solo-show giving the universal story of 'blooming where you're planted' a fresh
and engaging treatment in THE PEARL IN THE HOGWALLER, whose title comes from Palatka's wildly
popular and best-known attraction: a mudbog.
Previously seen in Tampa Bay at the Palladium Theatre Side Door, New American Theatre, and as part of
the 2011 Eckerd College Celebration of the Arts, Becca went on to perform the show at the renowned
Davenport's Piano Bar and Cabaret in Chicago. The August 14th and 15th performances of THE PEARL IN
THE HOGWALLER, as part of the American Stage After Hours Series, marks its first performances at
American Stage. THE PEARL IN THE HOGWALLER will be performed in the Lobby Cabaret, and full cash
bar service is available to all patrons.
Pushing the envelope of traditional cabaret, THE PEARL IN THE HOGWALLER blends the intimate storytelling and the art of repurposing pre-existing songs that is cabaret with the five-act format and
emotional arc of traditional theatre to create a unique and engaging live performance. Becca's witty lifeobservations have been called "modern Erma Bombeck," and her four-octave range adds an unexpected
and dynamic treatment to the music, as does the inimitable James Weaver, Becca's friend and long-time
collaborator, on piano.
Containing nearly 20 songs ranging from pop, country, novelty, standards, and showtunes, and using
traditional writing and excerpts from what Becca shared on social media, THE PEARL IN THE
HOGWALLER explores how we cope in our modern era, how we retain our identity when our world
suddenly changes, and finding the good no matter what life throws at you. Because, as we all know,
sometimes, life is muddy...
Becca McCoy is a proud native of St. Petersburg, who has been seen on stages locally and nationwide.
She is known to Tampa Bay audiences for her performances in DISENCHANTED! as Sleeping Beauty, for
which she won the BroadwayWorld Tampa award for Best Featured Actress in a Musical, and as Brooke,
the working mom, in MOTHERHOOD THE MUSICAL, both performed for extended runs in the Jaeb
Theatre at the Straz Center. Becca went on to perform the role of Brooke in MOTHERHOOD THE
MUSICAL in two other states, and was then brought into GFour Productions' other smash-hit,
MENOPAUSE THE MUSICAL, which she has performed in Reno, Nevada, upstate New York, and on
national tour.
Becca was the recipient of the St. Petersburg Arts Alliance's inaugural MUSE People's Choice Award in
2014, and has been awarded in musical theatre nationally by Young Arts (formerly the National
Foundation for Advancement in the Arts), and the National Society of Arts and Letters. She has
performed locally with A Simple Theatre, American Stage, and freeFall Theatre Company, and nationally
at Chicago Shakespeare Theatre in Chicago, IL; The Wick Theatre in Boca Raton, FL; Merry-Go-Round
Playhouse in Auburn, NY; and many more. She's been called "Multi-faceted" - BROADWAY WORLD,

"strong-voiced" - CHICAGO SUN-TIMES, "flawless" - THE STATELINE NEWS, "a revelation" - TAMPA BAY
TIMES, and "talented" - CREATIVE LOAFING, with a "firm mezzo" - THE ELKHART TRUTH, "husky
contralto" - SYRACUSE NEW TIMES, "larger-than-life voice" - THE GOSHEN NEWS, and "some Ethel
Merman brassiness" - THE SONDHEIM REVIEW. Learn more at BeccaMcCoy.com.
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CABARET MUSIC SERIES: The Pearl In The Hogwaller
WHEN: August 14, 2015 @ 8:00 pm Repeats
WHERE: American Stage Theatre
163 3rd Street North
Saint Petersburg, FL 33701
COST: $12-15
CONTACT: (727) 823-PLAY (7529)
AMERICAN STAGE THEATRE COMPANY NOW SHOWING CABARET MUSIC SERIES: The Pearl In The
Hogwaller @ American Stage Theatre | Saint Petersburg | Florida | United States
Sometimes, life is muddy…
Starring Becca McCoy
“THE PEARL IN THE HOGWALLER,” Becca McCoy’s solo cabaret about moving from Chicago to the rural
town of Palatka, Florida, is coming to American Stage this August. A piece she performed to tremendous
response in the Tampa Bay area at venues including The Palladium Theater and Eckerd College’s
Celebration of the Arts, the sixty-minute show features an eclectic array of music, from Stephen
Sondheim to CARRIE: THE MUSICAL, Indigo Girls to PIPPIN, all sung in Becca’s inimitable style. James
Weaver accompanies on piano.

In THE PEARL IN THE HOGWALLER, go on a journey of coping and self-discovery backdropped by a rural
town full of quirks and surprises. A little bit Erma Bombeck, a bit little Demetri Martin, and a little bit
Jane Curtain, with a 4-octave range.
Becca McCoy is a professional actor whose Chicago credits include SEUSSICAL THE MUSICAL (Sour
Kangaroo) at Chicago Shakespeare Theatre, A MOON FOR THE MISBEGOTTEN (Josie) and CANDIDA
(Candida) at Illinois Theatre Center, and THE PIRATES OF PENZANCE (Sister) at Drury Lane Oakbrook.
Regionally, she has done nearly 150 performance of the role of Brooke in MOTHERHOOD THE MUSICAL
at the Straz Center (Tampa), Merrimack Hall (Huntsville), and Trinity Repertory Theatre (Providence).
She has worked at regional theatres nationwide, including a performance as Virilla in THE FROGS that
garnered her mentions in AMERICAN THEATRE MAGAZINE and THE SONDHEIM REVIEW.
Performed in the American Stage Theatre Company lobby cabaret, where of course, there will be full
cash bar service for all our patrons. American Stage Theatre Company is located at 163 3rd Street North
in the heart of downtown St. Petersburg. Performed in our lobby cabaret.
Tickets: $12 advance ticket purchase and $15 at the door. For tickets, please call the American Stage Box
Office at (727) 823-PLAY (7529) or order online.

http://www.artstampabay.com/event/detail/441922946/THE_PEARL_IN_THE_HOGWALLER
THE PEARL IN THE HOGWALLER
Presented by American Stage Theatre Company at American Stage Theatre
August 14 - August 15, 2015
THE PEARL IN THE HOGWALLER
Becca McCoy went from being a working actor in Chicago to a stay-at-home-mom in Palatka, Florida,
and lived to tell the tale, as a cabaret. An award-winning national performer, St. Pete native Becca
McCoy crafted a taut one-hour long solo-show weaving together an eclectic mix of songs, her own
Facebook statuses, and personal writings, that takes the audience on a journey from a culture-shocked
and displaced new mom to a woman learning to see the beauty and blessings that come in life's
unexpected twists and turns. Pushing the envelope of traditional cabaret, Becca McCoy explores how
we cope in this modern era and how we retain our identity when our world suddenly changes, giving the
universal 'bloom where you're planted' story a fresh and engaging treatment in THE PEARL IN THE
HOGWALLER, whose title comes from Palatka's widely popular and best-known attraction: a mudbog.
With James Weaver on piano.

American Stage Theatre
163 3rd Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Admission Info:
$12 in advance, $15 at the door
Performed in the Lobby Cabaret
Individual Dates & Times: *
Aug 14, 2015: 8 pm - 9 pm (Fri)
Aug 15, 2015: 8 pm - 9 pm (Sat)
* Event durations (if noted) are approximate. Please check with the presenting organization or venue to
confirm start times and duration.
Phone: 727.823.PLAY
Parking:
Synovus Bank has been kind enough to allow patrons to use its parking lot for free during performances,
located one block up 3rd Street at 333 3rd Avenue North.
There is also free street parking and two more parking garages in walking distance of our building.

What they said about Becca McCoy and
THE PEARL IN THE HOGWALLER...
"A li le brash, a li le bashful, a lot of beau ful… McCoy manages to sing‐ culate the struggle to be an
ar st and a person without a moment wasted on preten on or preciousness."
‐ Selena Ambush (Director)

"Becca McCoy is a singular performer who's geniality, self‐eﬀacing sarcasm, and undeniable likability
will make you feel, upon seeing her perform, as if you've been best friends for decades."
‐ Johnny Rodgers (Bistro Award Winning Cabaret ar st, and lead singer of The Johnny Rodgers Band)

"Becca McCoy is Barbara Cook and Carol Burne all rolled into one. THE PEARL IN THE HOGWALLER is a
hilarious and poignant look at what it takes to juggle a loving family and a love for the stage. As an audi‐
ence member, you feel like Becca is talking to you. You can't help but go along for the ride. Mud and all!"
‐ MaƩ McGee (Former Ar s c Director of The Show Palace Theatre)

“Becca is a fantas c talent. She truly takes you along on her quirky, funny, touching and completely
wonderful journey through small‐town Florida. You will love this show.”
‐ Roxanne Fay (Actor / Director / Producer / Playwright)

"Becca is the consummate chanteuse... infusing her performance with subtext and subtlety, while
delivering powerhouse vocals that consistently raise the roof."
‐ Jason Fortner (Director / Choreographer / Emcee)

“Much like a work of Shakespeare, Pearl had it all . . comedy, tragedy, history, melodrama, adventure,
love stories and fairy tales! We laughed ' l we cried and thoroughly enjoyed the show!!”
‐ Cindy Gilmore (Audience Member / Palatka Na ve!)

